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Synopsis

Race, Place, and Medicine examines the impact of a group of nineteenth-century Brazilian
physicians who became known posthumously as the Bahian Tropicalista School of Medicine. Julyan
G. Peard explores how this group of obscure clinicians became participants in an international
debate as they helped change the scientific framework and practices of doctors in Brazil. Peard
shows how the Tropicalistas adapted Western medicine and challenged the Brazilian medical status
quo in order to find new answers to the old question of whether the diseases of warm climates were
distinct from those of temperate Europe. They carried out innovative research on parasitology,
herpetology, and tropical disorders, providing evidence that countered European assumptions about
Brazilian racial and cultural inferiority. In the face of European fatalism about health care in the
tropics, the Tropicalistas forged a distinctive medicine based on their beliefs that public health would
improve only if large social issuesA¢a -4 ssuch as slavery and abolitionA¢a -4 *were addressed
and that the delivery of health care should encompass groups hitherto outside the doctorsA¢a -4,¢
sphere, especially women. But the TropicalistasA¢a -a,¢ agenda, which included biting social
critiques and broad demands for the extension of health measures to all of BrazilA¢a —-4,¢s people,
was not sustained. Race, Place, and Medicine shows how imported models of tropical

medicineA¢a -4 «constructed by colonial nations for their own needsA¢a —a sdownplayed the
connection between socioeconomic factors and tropical disorders. This study of a neglected
episode in Latin American history will interest Brazilianists, as well as scholars of Latin American,

medical, and scientific history.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Race, Place, and Medicine makes an important contribution to a number of fields by using
medical history as a portal to a broader discussion of Brazilian national identity.A¢a —AsA¢a -4 «
Jeffrey Lesser, author of Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for
Ethnicity in BrazilA¢a -A“A very impressive and original study that is a welcome addition to what is
currently a rather slim literature on the history of medicine and public health in Latin

America.A¢a -A°A¢a -4 - Barbara Weinstein, author of For Social Peace in Brazil

&#x93;Race, Place, and Medicine makes an important contribution to a number of fields by using
medical history as a portal to a broader discussion of Brazilian national identity.&#x94;&#x97;
Jeffrey Lesser, author of Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for
Ethnicity in Brazil &#x93;A very impressive and original study that is a welcome addition to what is
currently a rather slim literature on the history of medicine and public health in Latin
America.&#x94;&#x97; Barbara Weinstein, author of For Social Peace in Brazil --This text refers to

the Hardcover edition.
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